














































There are three sources for observers.
this purpose;

1) each boat provides a person specifically for
2) arrange volunteers from the community; or 3) hire experienced people to work.

Utilizing the first source puts the burden of finding competent people on the fishermen saving
time and money for the tournament. Unfortunately, these individuals may not possess the
desired knowledge, dedication or personality for the job. Volunteer observers can provide the
opportunity for the tournament to screen potential observers and ensure quality personnel, but
this works only when sufficient qualified volunteers are available. When volunteers are used,
the tournament should provide recognition and appreciation, such as providing free food and a
tournament shirt. The primary draw back to their use is that the tournament has little control
over volunteers. Morning “no-shows” are common, especially during periods of bad weather.
A simple way to counter act this is to maintain a surplus of observers. Paid observers are the
logical choice when they can be afforded. It allows the tournament not only to screen applicants
but also to set strict guidelines for their behavior and duties.
the effort required to interview and hire the individuals.

The major problems are cost and

A final method to authenticate the release of fish is through the use of the polygraph.
Competitions regularly require all potential winners of large prizes to take and pass a polygraph
examination. Such testing would be just as effective for verifying released fish. Arranging for
the test and its associated costs are the primary deterrent to this method of verification.

The South Carolina Wildlife and Marine Resources Department recognizes the valuable
assistance  provide science through tag and release of gamefish. Scientific tags
generate needed life history information vital to proper management of our fishery resources.
Tournaments, by adopting minimum size limits, limiting daily entry of fish, and featuring
awards for tagged and released fish, serve to stimulate anglers into practicing conservation while
helping fishery managers. A gamefish  returned to the water with a tag implanted represents a
potential scientific.gold  mine of information upon recapture. A competition featuring tag and
release is an appealing product readily marketed to both print and electronic media,

Because of the ever increasing demand on gamefish  stocks, and the concern to conserve
these stocks, release tournaments will play an increasing role in the future of competitive
saltwater sportfishing.

Weigh Station
Weigh stations ‘are one of the most critical points of a tournament.

professional weigh station takes careful planning and preparation.
An efficient,

It is here that the outcome
is decided. No other phase of a competition comes under such close scrutiny from both the
fishermen and the public as does the weigh station.

Location of the weigh station is the first consideration.
to the fish to be weighed must be considered first.

In choosing a site, accessibility
If sharks or marlin weighing hundreds of

pounds are targeted, then the site must be close to where the fish will be off loaded. Using a
fork lift or boom truck to lift fish allows more flexibility. With fish such as spotted seatrout,
red drum, or flounder, all easily transported by the fishermen, there is more latitude for location
of the scales. Working areas should be roped off to keep spectators at a safe distance, while
allowing room for the fishermen. When large numbers of  and fishermen are expected, it
may be necessary to delineate entry and exit to the scales to allow a smooth flow of traffic to
and from the site.
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