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Annual effort by fishing zone, method, and target group or species is summarized
in Table 2. It should be recognized that a substantial amount of effort was simply
targeted at “anything.” For example, much of the fishing in the EEZ consisted either of
surface trolling, bottomtishing, or a combination of both. The most noteworthy trends in
effort consisted of a continued increase in inland trips for red drum and spotted seatrout,
relatively high effort for cobia in both 1999 and 2000, and a moderate increase in 2000 in
trolling for oceanic pelagic species.

Annual catch data are summarized in Table 3 with historical comparisons
provided in Table 4.

Oceanic pelagics
Catches of most species were lower than last year’s record levels, but relatively

good by historical standards. Fishing for yellowfin  tuna was particularly good with the
highest annual CPUE since 1994. Annual CPUE for dolphin was the lowest since 1993.
The new bag limit was not a factor, since this legislation became effective after  the peak
period of local availability.

Reef fish
Catches showed mixed trends. The catch of gag was the lowest reported to date,

while the vermilion snapper catch reached a new high, as in the commercial landings. It
should be noted that the charterboat mode accounted for a relatively small portion of the
overall reef fish catch.

Coastal pelagics
The king mackerel catch was the largest reported to date. Fishing was unusually

good during the summer with monthly CPUEs  exceeding one fish per boat-hour for the
first time in years (Fig. 30).

Fig. 30. Charterboat CPUE for king
mackerel, June-August

This supported the most recent regional stock assessment, which indicated an increasing
population. The Spanish mackerel stock assessment was even more favorable, which
supported the increased bag limit. The South Carolina fishery for Spanish mackerel was
not up to the exceptional level seen in 1999 and was a little below the average for the past
five years (Fig. 3 1). The cobia catch and CPUE declined after two good years.       click here to continue

http://www.mrl.cofc.edu/datareports/datareport38-2.pdf

